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SIR, 


xy OUR laſt Friendly Epiſtle is re- 

Y ceiv'd, and J heartily thank you 
for it. In anſwer thereto, I 
| ſend this; and if you ſhould wonder, 

how I came to hit on ſuch a Subject, to 
prevent a Surprize on that Account, 1 
beg leave to tell you, that a few Days 
fince (by Accident) ſome Printed || Sheets 
came to my hands, by which I perceive 
that a Paper-War is begun amongſt 
ſome of your Friends, and the vigorous 
Heat by which *tis carried on, affords 
|| Cauſe to fear, that an Evil Spirit is 
breaking in on the happy Repoſe of 
your People. For tho ſome particular 
Men are more eſpecially ſtruck at in 

j| theſe Satyrs, yet if we confider the Sta- 
tion in which they act amongſt you, the 
Peace of the whole muft be in danger, 
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[4] 
unleſs a timely Check is put to ſuch 
Proceedings. 

The Letter to the Author of the Cha- 
racter is written in a much ſofter Stile 
than the other Sheets are; but yet Iam 
of Opinion, that all ſuch Publications 


are blameable; for as Chriſtians we 


are directed to ſtudy to be quiet, where- 
as this way of Printing, one againſt ano- 
ther, ſerves only to gratify an evil Diſ- 
poſition, and can tend to no other end 


than creating Heats, and Feuds amongſt 
Brethren, and ſo baniſh Friendſhip and 


| Brotherly Love from all Chriſtian So. 


cieties. 


I heartily with that the Perſons 


who have ventur'd on theſe dangerous 
Experiments would give themſelves 
time to cool, and then conſider, what 


bad Effects ſuch Cauſes muſt produce. 


To rob a Brother of his good Name is 
a Crime very heinous in 0 he Eye of God 
and Man; and therefore we ought to 
be very careful to avoid every ſuch Pra- 
ctice our ſelves, and. 4 all we can to 
—— it in others. 


© 
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53. 2 
In the Papers before mentioned, three 
of your|| Teachers are repreſented in ve- 
ry dark Colours; and all this is done 
on purpoſe to ſet the Body of your 
People againft them, that they may be 
remov d from the Miniſtry. 

All that the Author ſays againſt theſe 
Perſons, he delivers in a very warm and 
angry manner, and yet he aſſures his 
Readers, that this is done only for the 
lake of TRVTrH. To advance this, he 
reproaches your Miniſters, and warns 
the Friends to 45 from them ; and for 
this he comes forth with what he calls a 
Godly Rage againſt & n eſpecially, 
torgetting, or at leaſt not obſerving, that 
the Wrath of Man worketh not the Rigb. 
teouſneſs of God; and that the Lord hath 
ſaid, Vengeance is mine, I will repay it. 

'Tis very certain, that TxuTa can 
never proſper by ſuch Meaſures, but 
rather is like to ſuffer by them. No- 
thing can be more injurious to Chriftia- 
nity than for thoſe who profeſs it to be 
angry with, and abuſive one to the o- 
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7" 
ther. Such Wars and Figbtings as theſe 
ſpring from the Lyſts that war in us, and 
- ſo *tis impoſſible Religion ſhould gain 
any Credit orReputation by them. The 
way to advance Truth is to love like 
Brethren, and in honour to prefer one 
another, to be meek and lowly, hum- 
ble and condeſcending, and laying afide 
fer 2 4.2, A. Malice, and all Guile, and 
24 Hypocriſy, and Envy, and 
all evil Speaking: As nem- born Babes de- 
fire the fincere Milk of the Word, that 
we may grow thereby. _ „ 
When Ihad read over theſe angry Pa- 
fers I was very much griev d to find 
the Author fo much out of Temper 
with his Friends, that he reſolves to ſay 
as many hard things of them as he 
pleaſes, and finding him break forth 
with ſo much Bitterneſs on all their 
Characters, I begun to imagine that 
he was miſtaken, and that he had 


not given a fair Repreſentation of 
the Men. And that I might be able to 
make Judgment in this Affair, I have 
made it my buſineſs to come at a juſt 


Account 


=_ 
Account of the faid Perſons, and upon 
Inquiry I find this is ſaid of them, That 


5 


— or 


— — 


ein the Miniſtry by the Body 


which they labour with all Diligence, 


* as having nothing more at heart, than 
to eſtabliſh their Friends inthe Truth, 
and win others to the Love of it. 
Nowas this Account is very different 
from what the Satyr gives of theſe 
Brethren, ſo 1 am ready to conclude, 
tis the trueſt, as well as the beſt Repre- 
ſentation of them, and I like it the bet+ 
ter, becauſe I have it from Perſons of 
good Judgment, and unqueſtionable In- 
tegrity, who know. the Men and their 
Communication. And as this appears 
to be the true Character of theſe Bre- 
tren, how much is our Author to blame 
for giving ſuch a dark Account of them? 


5 Tis pity that good Parts, and a bright 
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Genius ſhould be ingag'd on the fide 
of Slander; and if I were ſo fortunate 
as to know the Author, I ſhould ear- 
neftly intreat him, to act more like a 
Man, than to wound his Neighbour's 
Reputation in ſuch a covert way, and 
that he would ſhow more of the-Chri- 
ſtian than to revile and {peak evil of his 
Brethren. 
As theſe Perſons were admitted to the 
W ork of the Miniſtry in a regular way, 
and the generality of your Friends are 
ſatisfied with them, tis hard that a fin- 
Bic Perſon, or a few, ſhould make them- 
| ſelves fo uneuſy, that nothing ſhort of 
turning them from the Miniſtry will 
ſerve their turn; and if this cannot be 
accompliſſi d, bitter 1 muſt ſtab 
their Reputstions. 

Theſe thi uuns can never be the Fruit 
oF the Wiſdom 77 above, for as that 
is pure, ſo peaceable, gentle and 

eafy LE dere full of Mercy, full 
of good Works, The Spirit of "ruth 
Lan never be ſuppos d to guide us in 
eh t ts and crooked Paths, Fe the 
| J & * Y in. ruit 
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Fruit of the Spirit is Love, and Peace, 
and the end of the Commandment is 
Charity, out of a pure Heart. 
When your Friends come to be duly 
appriz'd of this Matter, they will cer- 
tainly ſee it neceſſary, to do all they 
- | canto prevent theſe things from ſpread- 
sing any further; for if this Spirit of 
Contention continues, the Conſequen- 
ces may appear in the end very deſtru- 
5 Ave 5 If ye bite and devour one another, 
2 || take heed that ye be not conſumed one of 
- | another. 1 212 
| Solomon adviſes us to leave off Strife 
f | before tis meddled with: Certainly 
| | then it becomes us to ſtop it, as ſoon - 
) 
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as we ſee tis beginning to ſhow it ſelf; 
and if we have any regard to ourſelves, 
or the Peace of our Brethren, we ſhall 
uſe our beſt Endeavours to quench the 
Fire of Contention, and 1ncourage 
Peace and Unity amongſt Chriſtians. 
The way to grow in Grace is to love- 
our Brethren with a true Heart fervent- 
ly, endeavouring to be like-minded, to 
forbear, and forgive one * 1 
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God for Chriſt's ſake forgives us, and 


by ſuch Methods as theſe we may hope 
to arrive at Perfection. For next to our 
Love to God, our Perfection conſiſts in 


the Love of his People; and hence it 


is, that Charity is ſaid to be the Band 

of Perfection; and we are directed to 
be of one Many, to live in Love and 
Peace, in order to our being perfect. 
But if we have bitter Envyings (or bit- 
ter Zeal) one againſt another, we muſt 
not boaſt of our Knowledge, or lie a- 
gainſt the Truth, in ſaying that's the 
way to promote it; for nothing can 
more effectually tend to root out Reli- 
gion from the World, than the creating 
DiviGons amongſt the Profeſſors there- 
of. Hence St. Paul obſerves, that if 


any Man ſeems to be contentious, we 
have no ſuch Rule, nor the Churches 


of God, for we are directed to walk in 
Love, to be of one Mind, and not to 
grieve nor offend one another ; and 


this is what the Apoſtle very warmly 


„and affectionately perſwades 
me >>> us to, If there ke abirifinh 
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ſelf. 
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Conſolation in Chriſt ; if any Comfort 

| Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
any Bowels and Mercies; fulfill ye my 

Y. 1 ye be like-minded, having the 


74 ame Love, bei of one Accord, of one 


Mind. Let nothing be done rbro Strife 
or Pain- Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind 
let each efteem other better than bim- 


If we defire Truth may flouriſh and 
thrive amongſt Men, we muſt take 


Care to avoid until Heats and Di- 


viſions, for a City divided againſt it 
ſelf cannot ſtand. The Enemies to 
Piety know, how much the nouriſhing 


Peace and Brotherly Love tends to re- 
commend Chriſtianity © to the World, 


and therefore they have always endea- 
voured to divide them, that their Ruin 
might more eafily be effected. But 
when the Diſciples were all of one 
Mind, then the Word of God grew a- 
mongſt them, and the Lord added dai- 

es. the Church ſuch as 2 be 


Certain- 


[ 12 ] 
_ Certainly if the Perſons who have 
begun this Method of ſhewing their 
'Diſlike to ſome of their Brethren, would 
give themſelves the Liberty to rellect on 
theſe Things, their Anger muſt abate, 
and they'll grow better temper'd than 
to perſiſt in ſuch Practices, that are ſo 
very pernicious to the Tr uth, which they 
declare for. 

Beſides, theſe Things are the more to 
be reproved, as they break in upon the 
Rules of your People, ſettled by them, 
for preventingany Thing being printed 
and Publiſhed, which might have any 
Tendency to prejudice their Intereſt, and 
therefore there ought to be the more 
ſpeedy Care taken to prevent the Con- 
tagion from ſpreading any further. 

Intreat your People to apply them- 
ſelves to this Work, ſhow them what 
fad Reflections may otherwiſe fall upon 
them, if the Enemies to all Truth and 
Holineſs ſhould lay hold of the re- 
proachful Turns which abound in the 
Satyrs, they, who love neither God nor 


Ape will ſport themſelves with 
' theſe. 
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theſe things, and rejoice to ſee you are 
divided, hoping thereby you'll work 
Ruin to your Cauſe: For theſe Me- 
thods are quite. contrary to that Meek- 
neſs and good Temper, that Harmony 
and Friendſhip, which has long been 
the Honour of your Perſwafion, by theſe 
Bands you have been knit together, 
and are become a flouriſhing Intereſt, 
capable to ſerve one another, and make 
a confiderable Figure in the World. 
Why ſhould you lofe this Honour and 
break theſe Bands ? Exert your ſelves 
to preſerve. both, by putting out the 
preſent Flames, and eftabliſhing Peace 
and Concord in your Communities. Be- 
hold how good and how pleaſant it is 
for Brethren to dwell together in Unity! 
Perſons ought to confider, that by 
letting their Zeal run out ſo far as to 
exceed the Law of Charity, though it 
be on the Side of Truth, much Harm 
may be done thereby, even to the Cauſe 
they propoſe to ſerve, and it muſt be 
allow'd very dangerous to attempt the 
G Pro- 


14.1 
Promotion of Chriſtianity, by load- 
ing the Characters of the Miniſtry 
with Reproach. 
 *Tis however no new Thing for 
Men to be miſtaken, and Miniſters to 
be miſrepreſented, and tis a Satisfacti- 
on to me to hear, that the Perſons point- 
ed at in the aforeſaid Papers, are com- 
fortably ſupported under theſe Trials. 
That the good Spirit by which they 
are guided and fitted for their Work, 
does fill them with Wiſdom and Cou- 
rage to purſue the ſame, and tis not 
to be queſtion d but that the ſame Di- 
vine Power will proſper their hearty 
End eavours, and crown their Labours 
with Succeſs, and make them capable 
to fulfil their Miniftry with Joy. I 
hope they will not fail to approve them- 
ſelves the Servants of the Lord, by 
being gentle, and remember, that as it 
is a Chriſtian Duty, ſo there is more 
real Satisfaction of Mind in forgiving 
an Injury, than in ſtriving to revenge 


Sir, 


ä 

Sir, I ſhall now draw to a Cloſe, 
hoping my Deſign will attone for the 
Length - of this Letter. And though 
I am not in every Reſpect one with you, 
yet as I havea true Live for all fincere 
Chriſtians, ſo have a particular Vene- 
ration for .your Friends, and therefore 
Jam the more earneſt to entreat that 
you will regard what I have ſaid, in Or- 
der to prevent the Evils that may at- 
tend all ſuch Publications as are here 
complain'd of, and J ſhall not queſtion 
a good End to theſe Things, if you 
engage init. I know your clear Judg- 
ment and calm Reaſoning, will chal- 
lenge Regard from your Friends, and 
it will rejoyce me to hear, that the Spi- 
rit of Truth hath guided you to ſuch 
Meaſures, as ſhall put an End to all 
Strife and Debate, and engage you to 
follow the Things that make for Peace, 
and whereby one may edify another, 
that ſo after we have ſpent our Days in 
the Service of God here, we may be 
made meet to be Partakers of the In- - 
| heritance 
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heritance with the Saints in Light. 
This i is, and will be, the hearty Fray. 
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